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SUBJECT: ALLEGED FORGED SIGNATURES ON U.S. GOVERNMENT 
CHECKS 

REF: SAN JOSE 3702 
SUMMARY: 

1 . CONSULTATION WITH JUSTICE INDICATES PREMATURE TO RETAIN 
COUNSEL TO GO INTO COURT FOR USG. EMBASSY SHOULD SEEK 
ASSISTANCE LOCAL AUTHORITIES AND TO RETAIN COUNSEL TO 
ADVISE. 

2. IN VIEW RELATIVELY SMALL AMOUNT INVOLVED, OF WHICH ONLY 
PORTION STILL IN ACCOUNT, AND LACK OF KNOWLEDGE OF WHAT 
INVOLVED IN LITIGATION, JUSTICE INDICATES IT WOULD BE PRE- 
MATURE TO AUTHORIZE RETAINING COUNSEL TO ACTUALLY GO INTO 
COURT. EMBASSY SHOULD AT FIRST STEP GO TO COSTA RICAN 
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ARE PROTECTIVE MEASURES WITH RESPECT TO FUNDS WHICH INCIDENT 
TO CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION. IF NECESSARY TO TRIGGER PROCESS, 
EMBASSY COULD FILE CRIMINAL COMPLAINT. 

3. NECESSARY EMBASSY AUTHORIZED TO RETAIN COUNSEL AT FLAT 
FEE TO ADVISE ON CIVIL AND CRIMINAL REMEDIES AND REPORT TO 
WASHINGTON FOR DETERMINATION ON HOW TO PROCEED. FEE UP TO 
$400, OR IF NECESSARY UP TO $500, AUTHORIZED BY ARA/MANAGE- 
MENT. COUNSEL SHOULD ADDRESS, AMONG OTHER THINGS, FOLLOW- 
ING QUESTIONS: 

A) CAN USG AS ADVERSELY AFFECTED PARTY JOIN IN CRIMINAL 
ACTION AS CIVILLY INJURED PARTY? (FYI: IF SO, LIKELY TO 

BE LESS COSTLY THAN STRAIGHT CIVIL SUIT. END FYI). 

B) ALTERNATIVELY, WHAT WOULD BE PROCEDURES FOR PROTECTING 
US INTERESTS AND RECOVERING FUNDS? (WE WOULD LIKE FAIRLY 
DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF STEPS INVOLVED, CHANCES OF SUCCESS, 
AND LITIGATION COSTS, AS WELL AS COSTA RICAN SUBSTANTIVE 
LAW INVOLVED.) 

C) IF AVAILABLE THROUGH ATTORNEY OR LOCAL AUTHORITIES, 
FINANCIAL SITUATION OF FORMER EMPLOYEE, I.E. IS HE LIKELY 
TO BE JUDGMENT PROOF BECAUSE OF LACK OF FINANCIAL 
RESOURCES? KISSINGER 
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